
October 12, 2018 
 
Hello Church Family, 
 
Cessation or Celebration?  
 
A source of tension among Christians through the centuries has been ñspiritual giftsò. The point 
of tension is this: Did the miraculous gifts like prophecy and miracles end with the death of the 
apostles? If you answer that question with a ñyes those gifts ended with the death of the 
apostles,ò then you are a cessationist.  
 
If on the other and you focus on passages like Ephesians 4 it is more reasonable to conclude 
that as long as a specific need for a spiritual gift continues then the gift needs to function: 
Ephesians 4:11-13 (NIV) ñIt was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some 
to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works 
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13 until we all reach unity in the faith and 
in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ.ò 
 
It seems that we as Godôs people are still not in perfect ñunity in the faithò or perfect knowledge 
of the Son of God. Have we as a body of believers matured to the ñwhole measure of the 
fullness of Christ?ò Then we need all the gifts that Christ bestowed to bring this about.  
 
One of those gifts is prophecy. Scripture tells us ñDo not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 
prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good.ò 1Thessalonians 5:19-21. I am grateful to 
belong to a church that leaves the door open for the function of all the gifts of the Spirit including 
prophecy. I am also thankful our church does not make it a test of fellowship whether you 
believe Ellen G. White was a prophet or not. Leaving room for each believer to ñtest all things.ò  
 
Even though I was raised in the Seventh-day Adventist Church and my mother was and is a 
sincere believer in Ellen Whiteôs inspiration, I was somewhat skeptical even after my conversion 
as a teenager. It took time for me to read some of her books as I continued to grow in my faith in 
the Bible. I appreciate maturing in an atmosphere that allowed me to ñtest all thingsò on my own. 
Eventually I found that my Christian experience was strengthened, and my understanding of the 
Bible was greatly improved as I read Ellen Whiteôs books. But most importantly my 
understanding of and appreciation for Jesus and the gospel was greatly strengthened. I also 
found conviction of my sins leading to deeper repentance took place as I read her writings (and 
still do).  
 
If you have not read or are neglecting to read Ellen White writings, why not give it a try? After all, 
Jesus did say, "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."  
Revelation 3:22 
 
Here is a website where you can read or listen to her writings: https://egwwritings.org/ 
There is also an app for your phone that will allow you to do the same thing for Android or 
iPhone: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whiteestate.egwwritings&hl=en_US 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/egw-writings-2/id994076136?mt=8 
 

https://egwwritings.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whiteestate.egwwritings&hl=en_US
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/egw-writings-2/id994076136?mt=8


Finally, Iôd love to hear what you experience when you read Ellen Whiteôs writings, or even 
questions about her ministry that you might have. Perhaps this would help provide some follow 
up articles in our newsletter.  
 
See you soon, 
Pastor Mike 
 
This week overview: 
 
TODAY 
MAA Band and Diversity at Beacon Light 
9:30 a.m. ï Sabbath School 
10:45 a.m. ï Worship Service 
Fellowship Meal ï following Worship Service 
1:30 to 5:00 p.m. ï Pathfinder and Adventurer Can Collecting 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. ï Cantata Choir Practice 
3:00 p.m. ï Worship Service at Trinity Nursing Home 
5:30 p.m. ï RENEW Sabbath Vespers 
 
SUNDAY, October 14 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. ï Pathfinder and Adventurer Can Collecting 
12:00 to 1:00 p.m. ï Pathfinder Sack Lunches 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. ï Pathfinder Oshkosh Letter Writing 
1:30 to 10:00 p.m. ï Activity Center Reserved 
 
MONDAY, October 15 
4:30 p.m. ï MAA Soccer at Centerplace 
4:30 p.m. ï MS Volleyball vs Cornerstone at MAA 
5:30 p.m. ï Varsity Volleyball vs Cornerstone at MAA 
 
TUESDAY, October 16 
10:00 a.m. ï Bulletin Information due to Melody 
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. ï Marketplace at New Haven open 
5:30 p.m. ï Senior Night: Varsity Volleyball vs Alta Vista at MAA 
7:00 p.m. ï Studies in Revelation 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 17 
MAA Soccer and Volleyball Teams to UC Tournament 
6:30 to 7:00 a.m. ï Prayer Group Teleconference Call 
12:10 p.m. ï Early dismissal at MAA 
4:00 to 5:30 p.m. ï Food Pantry open at West Lenexa 
5:00 p.m. ï Music info due to A/V team 
6:30 p.m. ï Midweek H.O.P.E. Meeting 
 
THURSDAY, October 18 
Fall Break at MAA 
MAA Soccer and Volleyball Teams at UC Tournament 
MAA Cross Country MS/HS at Hyman Brand 
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. ï Marketplace at New Haven open 
 



FRIDAY, October 19 
Fall Break at MAA 
MAA Soccer and Volleyball Teams at UC Tournament 
6:33 p.m. ï Sabbath begins! 
 
SABBATH, October 20 
Fall Break at MAA 
MAA Soccer and Volleyball Teams at UC Tournament 
9:30 a.m. ï Sabbath School 
10:45 a.m. ï Worship Service 
Health & Garden Club Meeting 
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. ï Cantata Choir Practice 
 



 
 
 



 
How did Sabbatarian Adventists come to accept Ellen Whiteôs gift as truly prophetic? It 
came about through four developmental stages in Early Adventism. In Accepting Ellen White, 
Theodore Levterov examines each stage, its challenges, and the conclusions that eventually led 
Seventh-day Adventists to complete acceptance of Ellen Whiteôs prophetic gift. This book 
answers many objections leveled against Ellen Whiteôs ministry today. (I highly recommend this 
book, Pastor Mike) 
https://www.adventistbookcenter.com/accepting-ellen-white.html 
Also available in Kindle digital format 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01N7U384D/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1 
 

 
Apologetics: reasoned arguments or writings in justification of something, typically a 
theory or religious doctrine. 

https://www.adventistbookcenter.com/accepting-ellen-white.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01N7U384D/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1


 
Former Atheist Lee Strobel Speaks about Biblical Creation 
 
Strobel was born in Arlington Heights, Illinois. He received a journalism degree from University 
of Missouri and a Master of Studies in Law degree from Yale Law School,[6] becoming a 
journalist for the Chicago Tribune and other newspapers for 14 years. In 1980, the UPI Illinois 
Editors Association newspaper award program gave him a first place for public service (the Len 
H. Small Memorial award) for his coverage of the Pinto crash trial of Ford Motor in Winamac, 
Indiana.[7][8] 
 
Strobel states he was an atheist when he began investigating the Biblical claims about Christ 
after his wife's conversion. Prompted by the results of his investigation, he became a Christian 
on November 8, 1981.[9][10] 
 
Strobel was a teaching pastor of Willow Creek Community Church in South Barrington, Illinois, 
from 1987 to 2000, before shifting his focus to writing and producing his TV show, Faith Under 
Fire.[11] He continues to speak periodically at churches and has been a board member of the 
Willow Creek Association. In 2007, he was awarded an honorary doctoral degree by Southern 
Evangelical Seminary in recognition of his contributions to Christian apologetics.[12] 
 
Strobel and his wife Leslie have two children and several grandchildren. His daughter Alison is a 
novelist,[11] and his son Kyle is an Assistant Professor of Spiritual Theology and Formation at the 
Talbot School of Theology. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Strobel 
Book is in print, but you can watch Leeôs documentary video about creation here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajqH4y8G0MI 
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Six Core Commitments for Growing Young 
2. Fuel a warm community. Instead of focusing on cool worship or programs, aim for warm 
peer and intergenerational friendships. 
 
ñWarmth is more than superficial community. Itôs like family. In fact, the phrase ñlike familyò 
surfaced as the most common term people used to describe their church in our interviews and 
visits. One youth ministry volunteer explained, ñThis is life. Itôs not just church life, itôs life life. Itôs 
hard, itôs busy, but weôre in it together. Weôre like a family.ò A high school senior shared, ñThis is 
family here. Itôs natural I guess.ò  
 
--Powell, Kara. Growing Young: Six Essential Strategies to Help Young People Discover 
and Love Your Church (p. 169). Baker Publishing Group.  
 
Last Sabbath sixty people of all different ages showed up for our growing young discussion. All 
six discussion groups came up with great ideas to move us forward at growing young.  
 



 
 
This week the moms at MOPS heard the testimony of a community mom who has attended our 
group for over a year. She shared her testimony of dealing with anxiety and depression in her 
life, how she came through it, and how she now has joy in her life. Moms finished off the 
evening crafting a fabric pumpkin to take home with them to help decorate for fall. 



 
 
Come connect with fellow moms, enjoy a dinner you don't have to cook, and learn more 
about our momsô group! Visit mops.org/groups/chapeloaks for more info. 
 

http://mops.org/groups/chapeloaks


 
 
Discoveries in Revelation Seminar 

 
Chapel Oaks: Tuesday Evenings 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
September 4 through December 18.  
This Weekôs Topic: Revelation 4 ñPeering Through Heavenôs Open Doorò 
 



Praying 
Together with H.O.P.E. (House Of Prayer Everywhere) 
Join us for H.O.P.E on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The Wednesday night format has 
changed. We spend at least 40 minutes studying the gospel of John before we pray. 
ñThe summing up of the benefit of prayer is that devotion that leads to faith in God's promises. 
This faith is the key that opens the divine treasury, is the hand by which we appropriate to our 
use the richest gifts of God. The prayer of the contrite heart unlocks the treasure house of 
supplies, and lays hold of omnipotent power.ò --Signs of the Times June 18, 1896    
 

 
Next Steps for Your Circle of 8 you are praying for: 
Send them a subscription to Signs Magazine. 



For 
more information, online articles or to subscribe click here: 
http://www.signstimes.com/ 
 

 
From Midland Adventist Academy 
 
Volunteer for Fall Fest! 
As fall is approaching, your Home and School team is busy getting ready for the Fall Festival 
coming up on Saturday, November 17 and we need your help!  Weôd like to ask your help in 
obtaining donations for this yearôs Silent Auction. If you or someone you know would be willing 
to donate an item(s), please contact Heidi Renfro at 913-945-0420 or heidi.renfro@gmail.com.  
Donation ideas include gift cards, volunteer your time to be a onetime handyman or 

http://www.signstimes.com/


housekeeper, donate your trade (i.e. photography, massage, yoga class, car detail, etc.) or just 
donate your time to help our Home and School contact local businesses to ask for donations.  
Lots of ways to help and it will be much appreciated!   
 
If you would like to subscribe to Midland's weekly Mustang Memo for additional news 
and updates, just send an email to maa@midlandacademy.org and put "Mustang Memo" 
in the subject line. 
 

 
The KC Explorers have had a busy couple of weekends!   
 
The fall campout is where the pathfinders do most of the camping skills honors: they learn to 
cook for themselves, learn about water purification, knife and ax skills, how to build a fire, how to 
work as a team, they grow closer to God and have fun out in God's nature!  Friday afternoon we 
arrived, set up tents, greeted friends from other clubs and for dinner learned how to make mac n 
cheese to go along with our Big Franks!  On Sabbath, the camping skills really kicked in!  Our 
classes where divided up and we joined other clubs to learn the basics and not so basics of 
camping survival.  Our club cooked omelets in a bag for breakfast and grilled cheese 
sandwiches for lunch.  At worship, one of the clubs related our life to a Rubik's cube: how 
everyone one we meet scrambles and shapes us.  Some of the people in our lives (like parents) 
are there to guide, some people could be bad influences but, they all touch us and set the 
Rubik's cube in different directions, mixing it all up.  When we meet Jesus, he is able to set our 
path straight and unscramble the Rubik's cube of our life...it was a really neat worship.  Sunday 
morning came all too soon, and we were packing up camp to come home.  But, not before 
learning how to making our own pancakes for breakfast!  We ended the campout with our 
annual Survival Skills Amazing Race.  Teams are formed with kids from all the clubs who must 
perform various tasks:  build a fire and boil water, chop a log, lash a tripod together that three 
members of your team then have to stand on... It's a lot of fun!  First team to complete all tasks 
wins but, everyone enjoys the challenge! 



 
Last weekend, we held our first ever Pathfinder Yard Sale.  Thanks so much for all the 
donations that everyone so freely gave, it really warmed our hearts!  Unfortunately, the weather 
was a little dismal but that didn't deter us and the sale was a success!   
 
This weekend is our annual can collection weekend.  The weather again looks a little sketchy 
but, with lots of prayers and willing hearts and hands, we hope to have another successful 
collection!  We would love to have your help, you can bring food items to donate this Sabbath.  
There will be a box in the foyer to put your items in. 
 
Thank you so much Chapel Oaks family for loving on your Pathfinders! 

 


